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Milos R. Popovic is the Director of The KITE Research Institute at the University Health Network
and the Director of The Institute of Biomedical Engineering at the University of Toronto. He is an
Elected Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering, the American Institute for Medical and
Biological Engineering, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, the Canadian Acade-
my of Health Sciences, and the Engineering Institute of Canada.

Dr. Popovic is the co-founder of MyndTec, NovaKonexus, the Canadian Spinal Cord Injury Reha-
bilitation Association, the Centre for Advancing Neurotechnological Innovation to Application
(CRANIA) at the University Health Network and the University of Toronto, and the CRANIA
Neuromodulation Institute at the University of Toronto. He is also the founder of the Fabric-Based
Research (FIBRE) Platform and the Rehabilitation Engineering Laboratory, both located at the
KITE Research Institute.

From 2007 to 2017, Dr. Popovic held the Toronto Rehab Chair in Spinal Cord Injury Research.

He received his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Toronto in 1996, and his
Dipl. Electrical Engineer degree from the University of Belgrade, Serbia, in 1990. His fields of
expertise include functional electrical stimulation, neuroprostheses, neuro-rehabilitation, neuro-
modulation, brain-machine interfaces, physiological control systems, assistive technology, model-
ing and control of linear and nonlinear dynamic systems, robotics, and signal processing.

Dr. Popovic’s contributions have been widely recognized. In 1997, he and Dr. Keller received the
Swiss National Science Foundation Technology Transfer Award (1st Place). He was awarded the
Engineering Medal for Research and Development by Professional Engineers Ontario and the On-
tario Society of Professional Engineers in 2008. In 2012, MyndTec Inc., which he co-founded in
2008, won First Prize and the Best Intellectual Property Award at the TiIEQuest Business Venture
Competition.

In 2013, he received the Morris (Mickey) Milner Award for outstanding contributions to assistive
technologies from the Health Technology Exchange and the University of Toronto Inventor of the
Year Award, alongside Drs. Prodic, Lehn, Huerta-Olivares, and Tarulli. In 2015, he received the
University Health Network’s 2014 Inventor of the Year Award. In 2017, he won the Accessibility
Innovation Showcase and Tech Pitch Competition at the Ontario Centres of Excellence Discovery
Conference.

In 2018, he received the Jonas Salk Lifetime Achievement Award from March of Dimes Canada.
In 2019, he was awarded the Engineering Medal for Entrepreneurship by Professional Engineers
Ontario and was named an Honorary Professor at Nanjing Medical University in China. In 2020,
he received the Dave Lostchuck Memorial Award for Outstanding Research from the Canadian
Spinal Research Organization. Most recently, in 2025, The KITE Research Institute and Dr. Popo-
vic were named to Forbes’ Accessibility 100 list.



